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It is a ffifftter of immense pleasure for rrre tb felicitate all aur Passport
Issrrl,ng &uthrritie* icr Indt*. ar:rd *fur*ad on the *e**.sinm *f tlr* Fifth P**sport
$eva Divas r:n ?4 June, ZTfi. This year we are celei:ratirrg the cor::pletion of
50 Ye*rs of the enactment of the Fassports Act, I967. The nAinistry sf External
Affairs and its subordinate office * ttre Central Passport Organisatian * have

S$qd,rees*n$ t* r*elebrate *s well ax *nerk til* event with renewed *ornrnitment
t* pr, vid* bettsr pe$rspsrt snrvle:e* in a tiln*,l.y- e,s,$r!;1f , a*d ef$ieiq,U,t r,flanner.

The year that went by will go down in history as the one in wirich this
Ministry touk path-breaking $teps in its endeavour to",vards building better
passp*rt d*fiv*ry'*t*chsni*rn*. Sol wxly di$ rve *implify lhe Passpart Ru}ex hu{
.slss lve tu*h gt*nt *trid*s in taking pe$$p$r| s*rrie*s cl*ser trr olrr.eifixens.

We have teamed up with the Departrnent of Posts to utilize the Head Fost
S,{flces *s Ps,st #Sli*e Fassp*r- Sev* Hcndras {SSF. i{J in *rder t* sxtsnd
pe*spsrt *er$ices f* sur *itiaens *n * lxrg*r scelfr,and f,*r- *n*uri*g wider erea
ssvera$le. We ha$,e d*.cicle* t6 set up t$$ FSF$K in {w* p}**sen * S$ ifi Fha*e-I
and 149 in Phase-ll. It is matter af satisfactian that S? pOpSK identified in
Fhsse-l have already been operationalieed. Applicants, who apply for their
passports online thrrrugh the passport partal, can now schedr"lle an
*ppoin,tnr*n*,**d v,isit th* de**gna{* I P{}SSK to **rnple:t* th,e fi*l n *lities sirni}ar
to those at the P$K nece$snry prior tCI the issue r:f the passport. We have been
ablr to reduce the clistanee recluirectr tr: travel by an applicant to get a passperrt.

As a pxrt *f *ur simp:li{i*ati*n drive, rve h*v*, ,p*r,ttrttter{ xx,trmission of
,**vtr*} n*w ei**urr**rttw an pr**l *f date *f birfh anri r*mpveel *ev*r*tr Annexes
t* th* _ Passp*rt Rules. *ur e'ff*rt wquld he 'ts e$ntinu* ts pruvidn S${}d
#$ve{n&nee, effuetiv*. fJefi$psfffnt and aecountahte **rviee detive,ry ilr th*
coming days,

I tak* thi* *pptrrtun:it3r t* rsqru*$t xreru tr: redecli*mte yemr*:slf t* *rlr
S*vcrnrnent'* *ernrxitrnent t* tl:e principle of 'h{inirr*um #evernment,
Maximum Oovernance'find wark tarvards puttulg in piace more inclusive arui
robust mechanisms to achieve our objecttves.
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